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As snow pummels Utah,
UDOT offers snowplow app
A winter storm is dropping a lot of snow at Utah
resorts — about 33 inches at Deer Valley Resort
through Tuesday afternoon — and increasing
avalanche danger in the mountains and traffic
problems in the valleys. As more snow is expected
today, UDOT hopes drivers will take time to use its
new app to track snowplows.
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BRIANKERSHISNIK: ‘NATIVITY’ PAINTER DISCUSSES ART

Artist recalls being ‘scared to death’
· BY LEE BENSON

DESERET NEWS

PROVO— The security
guard’s name was Jeff, and he
was moving fast.
He was at one end of
the Museum of Art on the
Brigham Young University
campus when he noticed
out of the corner of his eye a
man in blue jeans, shirt tail

out, sunglasses perched atop
his head, scruffy beard, get-
ting a little too up close and
personal with a painting.
And not just any painting,
but the celebrated “Nativity,”
painted by Brian Kershisnik
when he was a visiting pro-
fessor at BYU in 2006.
The scene is of the baby
Jesus lying in a manager,
surrounded by Mary and Jo-

seph, two other women, and
a dog — and all of them sur-
rounded by numerous angels,
crowding around, in various
stages of awe and wonder, to
witness the blessed event.
It took Kershisnik the
entire semester — and the
following summer — to paint
“Nativity.” He’d had no idea
what he would paint when
he first tacked up the huge

canvas in a narrow studio
next to his classroom and
announced to his students he
was going to create some-
thing ambitious and chal-
lenged them to do the same.
Then, for days on end, he
stared at the white space as
it stared back at him.
“I was scared to death,” he

KRISTIN MURPHY, DESERET NEWS

Brian Kershisnik poses for a photo in front of his painting, “Nativity,” at the BYU Museum of Art in Provo on Friday.
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Scholars: Secret to marriage
is to learn how to commit
· BY CANDICE MADSEN

DESERET NEWS

SALT LAKE CITY—
Hand-holding and engage-
ment rings abound on BYU’s
campus, but back home in
Bluffdale, sophomore Joanna
Lambreschtesen is surrounded
by a different side of love.
“Divorce is something that is
all around me.”
Lambreschtesen’s parents
and two siblings are divorced.

“I feel like I hear all the time
in church (that) marriage is
so important, so important.
You’ve got to find the right per-
son and get married, but I’ve
always felt this gap of how do I
tell who the right person is?”
Desmond Brown’s parents
are married, but most of the
people in his Denver, Colorado
neighborhood are not.
“Since I come from a poor
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Judge denies Planned
Parenthood’s motion to
keep funding in place
· BY DAPHNE CHEN

DESERET NEWS

SALT LAKE CITY—A federal
judge has denied Planned Par-
enthood Association of Utah’s
request to stop Gov. Gary
Herbert from blocking federal
funds from going to the repro-
ductive health organization.
U.S. District Judge Clark
Waddoups said Tuesday
that Planned Parenthood
Association of Utah did not
meet its burden of proof for
a preliminary injunction. He
also canceled the temporary
restraining order that the
organization had against the
state.
The Utah Department of
Health will stop passing
federal funds to Planned

Parenthood Association of
Utah while the lawsuit moves
forward.
Herbert applauded the
court’s decision.
“The governor has to make
decisions and those are some-
times discretionary, and it’s
part of what my responsibility
is as we enter into many con-
tracts with folks out there,”
Herbert said on KSL Newsra-
dio’s “Doug Wright Show.”
The funds in question —
totaling about $273,000
in grants from the federal
government — will be
redistributed to local health
departments and other ser-
vice providers “to provide the
same kind of health care to
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Homelessness, hunger up in 22 U.S. cities
· BY MARJORIE CORTEZ

DESERET NEWS

SALT LAKE CITY—On average,
numbers of hungry and homeless peo-
ple are slightly up over the previous
year, according to the latest survey
of 22 mayors who serve on the U.S.
Conference of Mayors’ Task Force on
Hunger and Homelessness.

The mayors’ report, released Tues-
day, found the lack of affordable hous-
ing the leading cause of homelessness
among families with children.
It also sheds light on an increasing
reliance on emergency food assis-
tance.
This was the 33rd year of the report.
Tom Cochran, CEO and executive
director of the U.S. Conference of
Mayors, said that while there has been
some progress, other trends in home-
lessness and hunger have persisted
over three decades.
“It’s very unfortunate that each of

our reports, on these two closely re-
lated problems, have continued a need
for more services and more capacity
to help a growing number of fami-
lies and individuals in need in cities
throughout our nation,” Cochran said.
While the nation’s economy appears
to have turned the corner, “all is not
well,” he said.
“We have jobs, but the jobs don’t pay
as much. The slow pace of recovery
has placed additional stress on cities
and made it much more difficult to
respond to the growing needs of hun-
ger and homelessness in America,”

Cochran said.
Santa Barbara Mayor Helene Schnei-
der, a co-chairwoman of the task
force, noted the demand for emergen-
cy food assistance.
The report says among those
requesting emergency food assistance,
67 percent were in families, 42 per-
cent were employed, 23 percent were
seniors and 1 percent were homeless.
In nearly half of the cities, emergen-
cy kitchens and food pantries had to
reduce the quantity of food people
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Salt Lake’s
homeless population
AMONG HOMELESS ADULTS
IN SALT LAKE CITY
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